236    THEORY   AND    PRACTICE    OF   EDUCATION
or will it continue and prolong itself to the end of then-
days as a vital motive for good work ? According as the
answer falls out one way or another, you have the difference
between an education which is a reality and an education
which is a sham. Education will become real when all
the children and all the adults are being trained to play
then: parts as living members of a living universe. . . .
Give to the children an education which shall lead up stage
by stage to the acting of Truth, the acting of Beauty, the
acting of Goodness.
The Definition of a Gentleman x
Hence it is that it is almost the definition of a gentleman
to say he is one who never inflicts pain. This description
is both refined and, as far as it goes, accurate. He is
mainly occupied in merely removing the obstacles which
hinder the free and unembarrassed actions of those around
him ; and he concurs with their movements rather than
take the initiative himself. His benefits may be con-
sidered a parallel to what are called comforts or con-
veniences in arrangements of a personal nature; like an
easy chair or a good fire which do their best in dispelling
cold and fatigue, though nature provides both means of
rest and animal heat without them. The true gentleman
in like manner carefully avoids whatever may cause a jar
or jolt in the minds of those with whom he is cast: all
clashing of opinion, or collision of feeling, all restraint, or
suspicion, or gloom or resentment; his great concern
being to make every one at their ease and at home. He
has his eyes on all his company ; he is tender towards the
bashful, gentle towards the distant and merciful towards
the absurd; he can recollect to whom he is speaking ; he
guards against unreasonable allusions or topics that may
irritate ; he is seldom prominent in conversation and never
1 From The Idea of an University, by John Henry Newman,

